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C I V I L A I R P A T R O L O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W S

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l O r a l H i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w s w e r e i n i t i a t e d i n

e a r l y 1 9 8 2 b y L t . C o l o n e l L e s t e r E . H o p p e r , C A P, o f t h e

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ' s N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i t t e e . T h e o v e r

a l l p u r p o s e o f t h e s e i n t e r v i e w s i s t o r e c o r d f o r p o s t e r i t y

t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f s e l e c t e d m e m b e r s o f t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l .

T h e p r i n c i p l e g o a l o f t h e s e h i s t o r i e s i s t o i n c r e a s e t h e b a s e

o f k n o w l e d g e r e l a t i n g t o t h e e a r l y a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f C i v i l

A i r P a t r o l m e m b e r s w h o i n t h e i r o w n u n i q u e w a y c o n t r i b u t e d t o

t h e d e f e n s e o f o u r g r e a t c o u n t r y . C e r t a i n l y n o t o f a s e c

o n d a r y n a t u r e i s t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f i n

d i v i d u a l s a s C i v i l A i r P a t r o l c o n t i n u e s i t s g r o w t h .



F O R E W O R D

T h e f o l l o w i n g i s t h e t r a n s c r i p t o f a n o r a l h i s t o r y i n t e r

v i e w r e c o r d e d o n m a g n e t i c t a p e . S i n c e o n l y m i n o r e m e n d a t i o n s

h a v e b e e n m a d e , t h e r e a d e r s h o u l d c o n s i s t e n t l y b e a r i n m i n d

t h a t h e i s r e a d i n g a t r a n s c r i p t o f t h e s p o k e n r a t h e r t h a n t h e

w r i t t e n w o r d . A d d i t i o n a l l y , n o a t t e m p t t o c o n fi r m t h e h i s

t o r i c a l a c c u r a c y o f t h e s t a t e m e n t s h a s b e e n m a d e . A s a r e

s u l t , t h e t r a n s c r i p t r e fl e c t s t h e i n t e r v i e w e e ' s p e r s o n a l r e c

o l l e c t i o n s o f a s i t u a t i o n a s h e r e m e m b e r e d i t a t t h e t i m e o f

t h e i n t e r v i e w .

E d i t o r i a l n o t e s a n d a d d i t i o n s m a d e b y C A P h i s t o r i a n s a r e e n

c l o s e d i n b r a c k e t s . I f f e a s i b l e , fi r s t n a m e s , r a n k s , o r

t i t l e s a r e a l s o p r o v i d e d . A n y a d d i t i o n s , d e l e t i o n s a n d c h a n g e s

s u b s e q u e n t l y m a d e t o t h e t r a n s c r i p t b y t h e i n t e r v i e w e e a r e n o t

i n d i c a t e d . R e s e a r c h e r s m a y w i s h t o l i s t e n t o t h e a c t u a l i n t e r

v i e w t a p e p r i o r t o c i t i n g t h e t r a n s c r i p t .



P R E F A C E

F o r e v e r y u n d e r t a k i n g t h e r e m u s t b e a b e g i n n i n g . T h i s w r i t

i n g r e p r e s e n t s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ' s O r a l

History Program. As is the case with many new projects,

m i s t a k e s w e r e m a d e . I n t h e c a s e a t h a n d w a s t h e l o s s o f a

p o r t i o n o f t h e fi r s t t a p e o f t h e i n t e r v i e w . A s a r e s u l t , t h e

r e a d e r i s l e f t w i t h t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t h e i s s t a r t i n g i n t h e

m i d d l e o f a n i n t e r v i e w . To p a r t i a l l y e l i m i n a t e t h i s v o i d t h e

i n t e r v i e w e r o f f e r s t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e " l o s t " p o r t i o n o f

t h e i n t e r v i e w p e r t a i n e d p r i m a r i l y t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f M r .

F a n d i s o n ' s b a c k g r o u n d a n d h i s p o s t - w a r e x p e r i e n c e s i n h i s

n o r m a l c a r e e r fi e l d . W e t h e n e n t e r t h e i n t e r v i e w a t t h e p o i n t

w h e r e t h e c o m m a n d s t r u c t u r e o f C i v i l A i r P a t r o l C o a s t a l P a t r o l

B a s e 9 i s b e i n g d i s c u s s e d . I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t a t t i m e s

M r . F a n d i s o n i l l u s t r a t e d h i s i n t e r v i e w w i t h p h o t o g r a p h s w h i c h

a r e n o t a v a i l a b l e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n .

L . E . H o p p e r
C O L C A P

F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 4



S U M M A R Y O F C O N T E N T S

I n t h i s o r a l h i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w , M r . W i l l i a m J . F a n d i s o n r e

l a t e s h i s i n v o l v e m e n t o n a c t i v e d u t y a s a m e c h a n i c a t C i v i l

A i r P a t r o l C o a s t a l P a t r o l B a s e 9 o n G r a n d I s l e , L o u i s i a n a .

M r . F a n d i s o n s e r v e d i n s e v e r a l c a p a c i t i e s w i t h B a s e 9 f r o m

i t s i n c e p t i o n a t N e w O r l e a n s L a k e f r o n t A i r p o r t i n e a r l y 1 9 4 2

u n t i l i t s c l o s u r e a t G r a n d I s l e i n A u g u s t o f 1 9 4 3 .

M r . F a n d i s o n p r o v i d e s e x c e l l e n t i n s i g h t i n t o t h e p r i m a t i v e

l i v i n g a n d w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s a t G r a n d I s l e . H e r e l a t e s h i s

fi r s t h a n d e x p e r i e n c e s o n t h e r e p a i r a n d m o d i fi c a t i o n o f c i v i l

i a n a i r c r a f t f o r t h e i r u s e i n a c o m b a t r o l e . H i s s e c o n d a r y

o b s e r v a t i o n s o n s u c h t h i n g s a s b a s e c o m m a n d s t r u c t u r e , o p

e r a t i o n s , m e d i c a l s e r v i c e s , e t c . a r e c e r t a i n l y w o r t h y o f n o t e .



G U I D E T O C O N T E N T S

P A G E I T E M

1 B a s e C o m m a n d S t r u c t u r e

2 P a y m e n t

3 U n i f o r m s

5 M a k e s h i f t P a r t s

6 E s c o r t D u t y

7 S u b m a r i n e S i g h t i n g s

1 1 E q u i p m e n t P r o c u r e m e n t

1 2 C r a s h i n S w a m p

1 3 M e d i c a l A s s i s t a n c e

1 4 W a t e r S h o r t a g e

1 5 B o m b R a c k

1 7 G r a n d I s l e H i s t o r y

1 8 P a t r o l F l i g h t s f r o m N e w O r l e a n s A i r p o r t

1 9 D e s c r i p t i o n o f R u n w a y s

2 0 L i f e s a v i n g E q u i p m e n t

2 3 C l o s i n g o f B a s e 9

2 7 A i r c r a f t A c c i d e n t s

2 7 L o u i s i a n a F a t a l i t i e s

3 3 " J o e - S u b m a r i n e H u n t e r " - B a s e H i s t o r y

3 3 C i v i l D e f e n s e T r a i n i n g

3 6 H o u s i n g A r r a n g e m e n t s

3 8 F e m a l e P e r s o n n e l

4 0 B o m b R a c k M o u n t i n g



C A P O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W

N u m b e r :

Ta p e d I n t e r v i e w W i t h :
D a t e o f I n t e r v i e w ;
L o c a t i o n :
C o n d u c t e d b y ;

W N H C 5 . 8 2 ~ 1
W i l l i a m J . F a n d i s o n
M a r c h 1 , 1 9 8 2
N e w O r l e a n s , L o u i s i a n a
C o l . L e s t e r E . H o p p e r

H . B y r o n A r m s t r o n g , w h o w a s h e ?

F. B y r o n w a s a m a j o r . T h e fi r s t m a j o r t h a t w e n t d o w n . H e

m o v e d o n t h e b a s e .

H . H e w a s a c t u a l l y t h e b a s e c o m m a n d e r , t h e n .

F . I d o n ' t k n o w w h y h e l e f t , b u t h e c a m e b a c k t o N e w O r l e a n s

and Major Hayes came down and when Hayes left Smith came.

H . W a s t h a t W i l l i a m H a y e s ?

F . Y e s .

H . W h o w a s y o u r E n g i n e e r i n g O f fi c e r d o w n t h e r e . B i l l ?

F , M i k e H e i m w a s t h e E n g i n e e r i n g O f fi c e r .

H . A n d , a s y o u s a y , y o u ' r e n o t p o s i t i v e i f a n y o f t h e s e g u y s

a r e a r o u n d N e w O r l e a n s a n y m o r e . H a v e y o u b e e n i n c o n t a c t

w i t h t h e m ?

1



F A N D I S O N

F. H e n r y M u n t z w a s o u r fi r s t e n g i n e e r i n g o f fi c e r . H e w a s

a l o c a l b o y . H e w o r k e d f o r , I t h i n k i t w a s P u b l i c S e r v i c e ,

I t h i n k h e w o r k e d o n d i e s e l e n g i n e s . H e c a m e d o w n t h e r e .

T h e n t h e r e w a s a n e n g i n e e r o f fi c e r i n t h e m e c h a n i c s d e

par tment , name was Lou is Trosc la i r f rom Ho iama, he was a

m e c h a n i c f o r Te x a c o f o r y e a r s a n d y e a r s . I t h i n k L o u i s i s

d e a d n o w t o o .

H . F r o m w h a t r e s e a r c h I h a v e d o n e , t h e y p a i d y o u a l l a p e r

d i e m a n d t h a t ' s a l l .

F . T h a t ' s r i g h t .

H . A n d l e t ' s s e e , g r o u n d p e o p l e g o t p a i d $ 4 . 0 0 o r $ 5 . 0 0 a d a y

o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t .

F. I t r a n a b o u t $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 a m o n t h . I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t p i l o t s g o t .

T h e y d i d n ' t g e t t o o m u c h .

H . N o , t h e y e i t h e r g o t $ 7 . 0 0 o r $ 8 . 0 0 a d a y.

F. M i n e w a s a l w a y s s p l i t u p , I d i d n ' t k n o w w h a t I g o t .

H . Y o u g o t w h a t y o u g o t .

F. Ya, and the hard part about i t was you got paid this month

and it might be two or three months before you got another

payday. And you had to get the people down there to carry

2



F A N D I S O N

y o u t h a t l o n g . W h a t w a s n i c e a b o u t i t , t h e y f e d u s a n d

sa id when you ge t you r check you come pay us . Tha t was

j u s t t h e i r a t t i t u d e .

H . T h a t ' s n o t m u c h m o n e y , b e c a u s e y o u h a d t o p r o v i d e y o u r

r o o m a n d b o a r d .

F . W h e n a l l t h i s c a m e u p , w e w e r e j u s t c o m i n g o u t o f a d e p r e s

s i o n w o r k i n g f o r $ 4 . 0 0 o r $ 5 . 0 0 a w e e k . I f y o u g o t $ 3 5 . 0 0

o r $ 4 0 . 0 0 a w e e k t h a t w a s b i g m o n e y . N o b o d y g r i p e d a b o u t

t h e m o n e y . T h e o n l y t h i n g w e g r i p e d a b o u t w a s t h a t i t w a s

s o s l o w c o m i n g . W e c o u l d n ' t k e e p o u r c u r r e n t b i l l s u p . W e

w e r e a l w a y s i n d e b t , w e d i d n ' t k n o w w h e r e w e w e r e g o i n g .

B u t f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e p e o p l e d o w n t h e r e w e r e g r e a t . W h e n y o u

l e f t t h e i s l a n d a n d c a m e u p t o N e w O r l e a n s , n o m a t t e r w h e r e

y o u s t o p p e d o f f , i f y o u w e n t i n t o h a v e a c u p o f c o f f e e o r

a h a m b u r g e r o r s o m e t h i n g t h o s e p e o p l e w o u l d n ' t l e t y o u p a y

f o r n o t h i n g . I s a w d a y s w h e n I w e n t i n , o r a c o u p l e o f u s

w o u l d g o i n , a n d o r d e r a h a m b u r g e r a n d a s o f t d r i n k a n d a

g u y w o u l d c o m e o u t w i t h a s t e a k a n d f r e n c h f r i e d p o t a t o e s

a n d w e ' d s a y w e d i d n ' t o r d e r t h a t . A n d t h e y ' d s a y t h a t m a n

o v e r t h e r e s a i d t o g i v e i t t o y o u . T h a t ' s t h e w a y t h e y w e r e .

H . T h e y h a d a l o t o f p a t r i o t i s m .

F. G o t o t h e s h o w, y o u c o u l d n ' t p a y t o g o t o t h e s h o w.

H . T h e u n i f o r m y o u w o r e w a s r e g u l a r A r m y, w i t h r e d e p a u l e t s ?

3



F A N D I S O N

What was the problem with the regular CAP wings? I've

seen a lot of pictures where the guy took the CAP emblem

and a r egu la r se t o f A i r Fo r ce W ings and g l ued t he CAP

e m b l e m o n t h e A i r F o r c e W i n g s .

F. O h , t h e y j u s t w a n t e d t o b e t h e a t r i c a l , t h a t ' s a l l .

H. CAP wings looked a lot l ike the German insignia and I just

thought there might be some background on it because of that.

F. N o , t h e y j u s t w a n t e d t o b e r e g u l a r A i r F o r c e . A l o t o f t h e

guys didn' t want to wear the red straps and they didn' t want
to wear what they ca l l the Smi l ing Jack Eagle. A lo t o f them

u s e d t o t a k e t h e m o f f w h e n t h e y w e n t t o t o w n . W h e n t h e y w e n t

b a c k t o t h e b a s e t h e y p u t t h e m o n .

H . T h e y w e r e s l i p o n ?

F. Ya , I d i dn ' t hea r any o f ou r boys g r i pe . Les , t he re was a

Mrs. Blocker, I don't know where she is, but her husband

l ived r igh t in the back o f me. He had a fly ing schoo l ou t

t h e r e a t t h e L a k e f r o n t . H e w a s i n C A P a n d r e a l l y v e r y

a c t i v e i n i t . H e w a s o n t h e i s l a n d w i t h u s . I k n o w h e t o o k

a hel lava lot of pictures cause he was a photographer, he

did aer ia l photography and a l l that , but where Mrs. B locker

i s n o w I d o n ' t k n o w .

H . He passed away o r some th ing?

4



F A N D I S O N

F. Ya , h e d i e d s e v e r a l y e a r s a g o , b u t I ' m s u r e s h e h a s s o m e

p i c t u r e s a n d s t u f f f r o m w h e n h e w a s fl y i n g a n d a l l .

H . O n e o f t h e t h i n g s I ' m t r y i n g t o a c c o m p l i s h . B i l l , i s t o

d e v e l o p a l i t t l e o f t h e h i s t o r y o f C A P b e i n g i n v o l v e d i n

t h e w a r . Yo u k n o w, m o s t p e o p l e d o n ' t a p p r e c i a t e t h e t r e

m e n d o u s j o b t h a t w a s d o n e b y y o u a l l . I h a d m y t w o w a r s

w h i c h I p a r t i c i p a t e d i n , b u t t h a t w a s a n e n t i r e l y d i f

f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n . T h e w a y y o u a l l h a d t o d o i t w a s t o u g h .

E v e r y t h i n g t h e y c o u l d g i v e u s w e h a d .

F . W e d i d n ' t h a v e n o t h i n g .

H . A n d t h a t ' s t h e p o i n t .

F. D o y o u k n o w w h a t w e h a d f o r b a f fl e s i n b e t w e e n t h e c y l

i n d e r s t o k e e p t h e e n g i n e s c o o l ?

H . C o c a - C o l a s i g n s .

F. That 's r ight . We went down the h ighway, took the Coca-

Cola signs trimmed them up with washers and put them in

t h e r e a n d t h e y d i d t h e j o b .

H . A n d a l l t h e b a r r e l s f o r m u f fl e r s t a c k s .

F. N o , w e d i d n ' t u s e t h e m f o r m u f fl e r s .

5
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H . W h a t d i d y o u u s e t h e m f o r ?

F . W e u s e d t h e m t o b u i l d o u r o w n h e a t e r s o n t h e m u f fl e r s

a n d t h e n r u n i t i n t o t h e c o c k p i t . A n d t h e y h a d s o m e

people f rom New Or leans A i r Force come down here and

t h e y s a i d w h a t ' s t h a t , I s a i d t h a t ' s a h e a t e r . T h e y

s a i d , " a h e a t e r " , I s a i d t h a t ' s r i g h t . S o t h e y s a i d

how do you take i t o f f t o i nspec t i t ? We l l , i f t he a i r

s m e l l s b a d w h e n i t c o m e s i n , t h a t ' s i t .

H . W a s n ' t t h a t r a t h e r d a n g e r o u s ?

F. T h e y h a d t o h a v e s o m e t h i n g .

H . I t g e t s c o o l a f t e r f o u r o r fi v e h o u r s o u t t h e r e o v e r

t h a t G u l f . J u s t h o w d i d y o u a l l o p e r a t e ?

F. I d o n ' t k n o w h o w o t h e r g u y s w o r k e d , b u t w h e n t h e r e w a s

a t r a n s p o r t c o m i n g o n d o w n t h e r i v e r, w e w o u l d g e t a

coded message t ha t n i gh t and t he nex t mo rn i ng on t owa rds

daybreak they to ld us to fly over there and meet that

ship or two ships or three ships, and they would be com

ing out to Gulf and we'd take them as far as maybe Sabine
R ive r and ano the r squad ron wou ld p i ck t hem up and

H. That would probably be the Beaumont bunch.

F. Most probably Beaumont, and then our boys would come back

6
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H . Yo u w e r e a c t u a l l y a s s i g n e d e s c o r t d u t y , n o t j u s t s e a r c h

i n g .

F. W h i l e y o u w e r e s c o u t i n g f o r s u b m a r i n e s y o u n e v e r s a w

t h e m , b e c a u s e t h e y l a i d o u t t h e m o u t h o f t h e R i v e r , i n

t h e m u r k y w a t e r . I f t h e y g o t o u t i n t h e c l e a r w a t e r

y o u c o u l d s e e t h e m . E i g h t h u n d r e d o r a t h o u s a n d f e e t

y o u ' d s e e t h e w h o l e s u b m a r i n e . B u t y o u k n o w i n t h a t

m u r k y w a t e r y o u w o u l d n ' t s p o t t h e m u n l e s s t h e y ' d c o m e

u p . I f t h e y ' d c o m e u p t h e o n l y a l t e r n a t i v e w e ' d h a v e

was t o ge t as f a r away f r om them as we cou ld and ca l l

i n t o a s q u a d r o n a t N e w O r l e a n s A i r F o r c e .

H . L e t t h e m c o m e d o w n .

F . L e t t h e m c o m e o u t a n d t a k e c a r e o f e v e r y t h i n g .

H . One hundred pounds wou ldn ' t do you much good?

F. Y o u k n o w 9 0 m i l e s a n h o u r w i t h t h e m g u n s t h e y h a v e o n

t h e m t h i n g s a r e t o u g h .

H . D i d y o u a l l h a v e s i g h t i n g s d o w n t h e r e t h a t y o u k n o w o f ?

F. S o m e o f t h e b o y s s a i d t h e y s i g h t e d s o m e . I t s p o s s i b l e

t h a t t h e y d i d . I d o n ' t k n o w . C o u l d h a v e b e e n a l o g

fl o a t i n g d o w n t h e r e . N o t h i n g c a m e o f i t , y o u k n o w .

C o u l d n ' t l o c a t e t h e m .
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H . Y o u a l l d i d a t r e m e n d o u s j o b b a c k t h e n . I n t h a t p a r

t i c u l a r p e r i o d , y o u r m a j o r j o b w a s y o u fl e w w h e n y o u

c o u l d b u t y o u m o s t l y w o r k e d o n a i r p l a n e s .

F , Y a , I h a d m y l i c e n s e a n d a l l t h a t b u t l i k e I t e l l y o u ,

y o u h a d t o h a v e a b u d d y .

H . I f y o u h a d a f r i e n d y o u c o u l d fl y i t a n d i f n o t , y o u

d i d n ' t .

F. L u c k i l y, w e h a d s o m e l i k e J o h n n y P e y t o n f r o m S h r e v e p o r t .

J o h n n y r a n t h e S i l v e r S l i p p e r N i g h t C l u b u p t h e r e , a n d

h a d a b i g d r e s s s h o p i n S h r e v e p o r t . J o h n n y w o u l d s a y

y o u w a n t t o fl y t h e a i r p l a n e g o a h e a d , b u t l e t m e s e e

y o u r l i c e n s e . H e r e I g o t m y l i c e n s e , J o h n n y . W a n t t o

fl y i t t o N e w O r l e a n s , g o a h e a d a n d t a k e i t .

H . W h e r e w e r e m o s t o f t h e p e o p l e o n t h e b a s e f r o m , L o u i s i a n a

o r s o m e p l a c e e l s e ?

F . A r k a n s a s , w e h a d a b u n c h f r o m A r k a n s a s . S o m e f r o m N e w

Y o r k , s o m e f r o m Te x a s , s o m e f r o m L o u i s i a n a . W e l l , w e

h a d a 1 0 0 a n d s o m e o d d m e n d o w n t h e r e . O u t o f t h e 1 0 0

m e n , 2 5 o r 3 0 o f t h e m w e r e f r o m N e w O r l e a n s . I k n o w

t h e y w e r e f r o m a l l o v e r .

H . I h a v e o n e r e f e r e n c e h e r e . S e e i f i t m a k e s s e n s e t o y o u .

I t s a y s t h e y h a d 3 1 l a n d p l a n e s a n d 5 s e a p l a n e s .
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F . A t G r a n d I s l e ?

H . Y e s .

F . W e h a d t w o s e a p l a n e s .

H . T w o s e a p l a n e s ?

F . N o , o n e . T h a t w a s t h e o n l y s e a p l a n e w e h a d . I t w a s a

F l e e t w i n g S e a b i r d m a n u f a c t u r e d b y N a t e F a y l o r .

H . I t w a s a r a r e k i n d , w a s n ' t i t ? H o w m a n y w e r e m a n u f a c

t u r e d ?

F . F o u r o f t h e m , w e h a d t w o . T w o o f t h e m c r a s h e d u p n o r t h

a n d w e h a d t w o o f t h e m h e r e , a n d o u t o f t h e t w o o f t h e m

d o w n h e r e w e h a d o n e a t G r a n d I s l e .

H . B u t y o u d i d h a v e t w o s e a p l a n e s h e r e t h e n ?

F. O n e s e a p l a n e , t h e o t h e r o n e w a s o u t a t M i c h o u d . T h i s

i s t h e o n e t h a t b e l o n g e d t o F l o r s h e i m . T h o s e t h i n g s

s c a r e t h e h e l l o u t o f y o u , L e s . O h y a , y o u p u l l t h e

t h r o t t l e b a c k t o c o m e i n f o r a l a n d i n g , t h e n o s e w a s

w a y o u t t h e r e w h e n y o u c o m e i n l i k e t h a t y o u j u s t m i g h t

p u t y o u r n o s e i n t h e w a t e r .

H . D i d y o u h a v e a s m a n y l a n d p l a n e s a s t h i s a c c o u n t s a i d ,

t h i r t y - o n e o f t h e m ?
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F . N o , w e d i d n ' t h a v e t h a t m a n y .

H . T h a t w a s a n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e a t t h e t i m e . L e t ' s s e e ,

w h a t a b o u t M e l v i n S m i t h , w h o w a s h e ?

F . H e w a s o n e o f t h e m a j o r s d o w n h e r e , I g o t h i s p i c t u r e

i n h e r e . L e t ' s s e e , t h e o n e w i t h t h e a i r p l a n e s o n i t .

H e r e ' s t h a t M a j o r M e l v i n S m i t h r i g h t h e r e . I d o n ' t

r e m e m b e r h o w m a n y p l a n e s w e h a d t h e r e , b u t I d o n ' t

t h i n k w e h a d t h i r t y - o n e t h e r e .

H . D i d y o u h a v e a n y i n t e r e s t i n g p e r i o d s d o w n t h e r e o t h e r

t h a n j u s t t h e h a r d l i v i n g ?

F . W h a t d o y o u m e a n i n t e r e s t i n g ?

H . W e l l , y o u k n o w , d i d y o u c r a s h o r a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t ?

T h a t ' s a l w a y s o f i n t e r e s t .

F . W e l l , w e w e r e l u c k y , w e d i d n ' t h a v e a n y c r a s h e s . S o m e

t i m e o n y o u r p a t r o l y o u ' d s e e a l i f e b o a t o n t h e s h o r e ,

and we 'd go down and look a t i t and come back to the base

and no t i f y t he Coas t Gua rd and t hey ' d go down and recove r

t h e b o d i e s . O n e n i g h t o f f s h o r e t h a t h a d s u n k t h e m e n

c o u l d n ' t g e t o f f a n d b u r n e d r i g h t t h e r e i n t h e b o a t . T h e

C o a s t G u a r d u s e d t o h a t e t h a t .

H . Y a , t h a t ' s n o t a v e r y n i c e j o b .
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F. A n d i n t e r e s t i n g l y , w e u s e d t o fl y d o w n t o t h e b e a c h a n d

a l l t h e s e d i f f e r e n t i s l a n d s a n d g e t t h e s e l i t t l e b a l e s

o f f t h e s u n k e n b o a t s a n d w e ' d b r i n g t h e m b a c k t o t h e

hanga r and hang t hem the re . I guess we had a hund red

a n d fi f t y , t w o h u n d r e d b a l e s o f r a w r u b b e r i n t h e r e .

M a n y t i m e s w e t r i e d t o g i v e i t b a c k t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t

o r t h e C o a s t G u a r d . T h e y s a i d , w e d o n ' t w a n t i t , i t ' s

y o u r s , i t ' s s a l v a g e . S o fi n a l l y , w e t o o k i t b a c k t o t h e

b a s e a n d w e s o l d i t a n d t h e m o n e y w e g o t , w e g a v e a

p a r t y e v e r y n i g h t u p a t t h e c a s i n o .

H . S o m e o f t h e p i c t u r e s f r o m t h a t p e r i o d w e r e i n t e r e s t i n g .

T h e y w e r e w e l l s e t u p a t s o m e l o c a t i o n s . I s o r t o f e n

v i s i o n e d t h e C o a s t a l P a t r o l o p e r a t i o n s o r t o f h o w y o u

h a d i t d o w n a t G r a n d I s l e , s o r t o f r o u g h a n d t u m b l e a n d

g e t b y t h e b e s t y o u c o u l d . B u t s o m e w e r e s e t u p l i k e a

r e g u l a r m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n .

F. Ya , s o m e w e r e a r e g u l a r t o w n , t h e y h a d e v e r y t h i n g t h e y

w a n t e d . T h e h a n g a r w e h a d , i t w a s n ' t t o o b i g . I t h a d

a l i t t l e l e a n t o o n t h e s i d e . I t w a s s t o c k e d w i t h w e l d

i n g e q u i p m e n t a n d w o r k b e n c h e s a n d s t u f f l i k e t h a t .

H. How did you get your equipment? Did you get it from the

A r m y, o r d i d y o u g o o u t a n d b u y i t y o u r s e l f ?

F. F a r a s I k n o w, a l l t h e e q u i p m e n t w a s o w n e d b y t h e i n

d i v i d u a l w h o u s e d i t .
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F . I t w a s a l l i n d i v i d u a l o w n e d a i r p l a n e s t h e y t o o k d o w n

t h e r e . T h e y g o t p a i d s o m u c h a m o n t h f o r t h e m .

H . O h , t h e y p a i d t h e m f o r t h e u s e o f t h e a i r p l a n e t o o .

F . T h a t ' s r i g h t .

H . I d i d n ' t r e a l i z e t h a t .

F. T h e y h a d t o d o s o m e t h i n g , t h e y d i d n ' t h a v e a n y a i r p l a n e s .

H . I t w a s a n a m a z i n g p e r i o d i n o u r c o u n t r y ' s h i s t o r y t h a t

p e o p l e fl o c k e d t o t h e j o b l i k e t h a t .

H . W e l l , y o u a l w a y s h a v e s o m e l i k e t h a t .

F. T h e y w o u l d s a y , h e l l , I ' m n o t g o i n g d o w n t h e r e . S o y o u

h a d t w o c a p ' s a t t h a t t i m e . Y o u h a d o n e a t G r a n d I s l e

and you had one a t New Or leans A i r Fo rce . We used to

c a l l t h e m t h e w e e k e n d C A P . T h e y d i d n ' t l i k e t h a t . Y o u

k n o w , a n o t h e r t h i n g w a s s a f e t y , t h a t ' s t h e o n e t h i n g I

fo rgo t . We had a lawyer f rom New York who came down the re .

H e c a m e i n t o N e w O r l e a n s t o d o s o m e t h i n g , a n d g o i n g b a c k b y

p lane to the is land, near Jesu i ts Po in t he s ta r ted do ing
a e r o b a t i c s o v e r t h e w o r s e p a r t o f t h e s w a m p . H e c r a s h e d

c o m i n g o u t o f a l o o p a n d s t a y e d i n t h a t s w a m p a l l n i g h t

l o n g . H e w a s n ' t h u r t , t h e w i n g o f h i s a i r p l a n e b r o k e t h e

w a t e r l i n e . H e s a i d t h e m u s k r a t a n d m o s q u i t o s a n d s n a k e s
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k e p t c o m i n g u p o n t h e w i n g s . I t h i n k h e w a s a b o u t t o

h a v e a n e r v o u s b r e a k d o w n . W e b r o u g h t h i m b a c k t o t h e

b a s e a n d t h e y t o o k h i m i n t o t h e h o s p i t a l r i g h t a w a y .

H . W h e r e d i d y o u a l l g o f o r m e d i c a l h e l p d o w n t h e r e ? D i d

y o u a l l h a v e s o m e d o c t o r s d o w n t h e r e w i t h y o u o r w h a t ?

F . D r . R o b e r t s o n u s e d t o c o m e d o w n t h e r e o n c e a w e e k o n a

S a t u r d a y o r a S u n d a y a n d g i v e u s s h o t s a n d a l l . O u t

s i d e o f t h a t , i f a n y b o d y w a s r e a l l y s i c k t h e y fl e w t h e m

i n t o N e w O r l e a n s .

H . T h e P a s c a g o u l a b a s e h a d a f u l l t i m e d o c t o r . I n f a c t ,

h e w a s o n e o f t h e o n e s w h o w a s k i l l e d o v e r t h e r e . T h e y

d r o p p e d a n a i r p l a n e i n w i t h t w o p e o p l e o n i t o u t i n t h e

G u l f .

F . N o , w e d i d n ' t h a v e a f u l l t i m e d o c t o r . H e ' d c o m e d o w n

on weekends and g ive us a check o r g ive us a sho t and

t h a t w a s i t .

H . I t s u r e w a s a n i n t e r e s t i n g p e r i o d .

F. W e l l , I t e l l y o u , w e e n j o y e d i t . W e h a d a g o o d t i m e

d o i n g i t . N o b o d y g r i p e d o r c o m p l a i n e d . A n y t h i n g y o u

w a n t e d d o n e , y o u j u s t m e n t i o n e d i t a n d t h e r e i t w a s .

E v e n t h e n a t i v e s d o w n t h e r e , m a n , t h e y w e n t a l l o u t f o r

y o u .
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H . W h a t a r e y o u d o i n g n o w ? J u s t k i n d o f r e l a x i n g .

F. J u s t h a n g i n g a r o u n d t h e h o u s e h e r e . I g o t a c a m p o u t

o n t h e l a k e f r o n t . I ' m g e t t i n g r e a d y t o g o o u t t h e r e ,

c l e a n i t u p a n d d o a l i t t l e p a i n t i n g a n d s p e n d t h e

s u m m e r o u t t h e r e .

H . A t L i t t l e W o o d s ?

F . G o t m y b o a t a l l c o v e r e d u p . D o a l i t t l e s h r i m p i n g a n d

c r a b b i n g .

H . L e t m e a s k y o u , d i d y o u g e t a n y s p e c i a l m a r k i n g s o n

y o u r a i r c r a f t d o w n t h e r e ?

F . I k n o w w h a t y o u m e a n , b u t w e d i d n ' t h a v e a n y . T h e r e

w e r e n o i n s i g n i a s o r a n y t h i n g a d d e d t o t h e m . O n e o f

t h e s e b o y s f r o m N e w Yo r k b r o u g h t d o w n a b e a u t i f u l

s t a g g e r w i n g B e e c h c r a f t . I t w a s r e d . Y o u c o u l d s e e

y o u r s e l f i n i t , b u t h e w a s a p a i n i n t h e a s s . " W i p e

y o u r f e e t o f f b e f o r e y o u g e t i n i t " .

H . O n a s h e l l s t r i p , h u h ? ( L a u g h t e r )

F . W a s h i t d o w n . W a s h i t d o w n w i t h w h a t ? A l l w e g o t i s

s a l t w a t e r d o w n h e r e , y o u w a n t t h a t o n i t ? W e g o t

c i s t e r n w a t e r , s o m e t i m e i n t h e s u m m e r w e d i d n ' t h a v e

e n o u g h t o d r i n k .

1 4



F A N D I S O N

H . T h a t m u s t h a v e b e e n a m e s s .

F . G e t o n e o f t h o s e d r y s p e l l s a n d t h e c i s t e r n w o u l d n ' t

h a v e a n y w a t e r l e f t .

H . A n d t h e n , w h e n i t d i d , i t h a d w i g g l e r s i n i t .

F . O h y a . Y o u t a l k a b o u t w i g g l e r s , o n e o f t h e s e b o y s

f r o m N e w Y o r k w a s d o w n t h e r e a n d s a w w e h a d a s i l k

s t o c k i n g t i e d a r o u n d t h e f a u c e t t o c a t c h t h e w i g g l e r s

w h e n t h e y c a m e o u t . H e s a i d I d o n ' t m i n d d r i n k i n g t h e

w a t e r , b u t I d o n ' t w a n t i t t o s t r a i n t h e j u i c e o f f t h e

w i g g l e r s . ( l a u g h t e r )

H . Y a , I g u e s s t h o s e o l d Y a n k e e b o y s d i d n ' t k n o w t o o m u c h

a b o u t w i g g l e r s , d i d t h e y ?

F . N o . H e r e t h i s i s h a l f o f t h e b o m b r a c k w e h a d . I t h i n k

I h a d t o g e t r i d o f t h e o t h e r f o u r w h e n w e fl o o d e d b a c k

o u t h e r e . T h e y g o t a l l w e t a n d d a m a g e d . A n d t h i s h e r e

we used to ca r ry 100 pound demo l i t i on bombs and pu t them

o n a 9 0 h o r s e p o w e r S t i n s o n .

H . H o w d i d y o u r e l e a s e t h e b o m b ?

F. F r o m t h e c o c k p i t w i t h a r o p e . T h e y h a d a l e v e r u n d e r

t h e t o p t h e r e . A n d t h e o t h e r p o r t i o n , I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t

h a p p e n e d t o i t . I m u s t h a v e t h r o w n i t a w a y . B u t t h e s e
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t h i n g s h e r e w e r e n ' t m o r e t h a n a b o u t 1 0 i n c h e s o f f t h e

g r o u n d .

H . T h a t ' s w h a t I u n d e r s t a n d f r o m r e a d i n g .

F . L e t ' s s e e i f I c a n fi n d s o m e p i c t u r e s h e r e . I t h r e w

a w a y a l o t o f t h i n g s . H e r e ' s s o m e o f t h e m h e r e . H e r e ' s

t h e c r e w h e r e , o u t t a k i n g t h e i r m o r n i n g d r i l l . H e r e ' s

a n o t h e r o n e h e r e , t h i s i s r i g h t b y t h e s h e l l r o a d t h e r e .

W a s h b o a r d R o a d . T h e r e ' s a n o l d S t i n s o n R e l i a n t , I w a s

s t a n d i n g b y i t .

H . W h o w a s B i g To n y ?

F. H e w a s f r o m u p s t a t e N e w Yo r k . H e w a s a m e c h a n i c . T h i s

b o y w a s f r o m A r k a n s a s , H e w a s a r a d i o t e c h n i c i a n . L e t ' s

s e e i f w e g o t a n y m o r e o f t h e m h e r e , L e s . H e r e ' s t h e b i g

s h o t s , m a j o r s , t h i s g u y h e r e w a s a l u n a t i c , t h e y s o o n

t r a n s f e r r e d h i m o u t o f t h e p l a c e . S e e , t h e r e ' s t h a t

F l e e t w i n g . O n e o f t h e h i g h r o l l e r s o w n e d i t .

H . W h a t w a s h i s n a m e ?

F . R o l a n d F l o r s h e i m .

H . W h e r e w a s h e f r o m ?

F . S h r e v e p o r t .
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H . T h e O l d e a n d e r H o t e l , I ' v e b e e n t h e r e .

F . W e t o o k o v e r t h a t h o t e l w h e n w e w e n t d o w n t h e r e . T h a t

w a s t h e b o m b w e c a r r i e d u n d e r n e a t h t h e r e , t h e 1 0 0 l b .

d e m o l i t i o n b o m b . H e r e w e a r e t r y i n g o u r s k i l l a t t h e

b e a c h .

H . H a y e s , I s a a c . I s a a c H a y e s , r i g h t ?

F . I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r w h o t h a t w a s . I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r w h a t

h i s fi r s t n a m e w a s .

H . I ' v e d o n e a l i t t l e r e s e a r c h . B i l l . I h a v e b e e n a b l e t o

g e t a b o u t t h r e e p a r a g r a p h s i n a b o o k w r i t t e n b y a g u y

n a m e d N e p r u d r i g h t a f t e r t h e w a r a b o u t t h e G r a n d I s l e

B a s e , a n d t h a t ' s i t .

F . W e h a d a b o o k , a b o y f r o m A r k a n s a s w r o t e i t . I h a d o n e

o f t h e m b u t , l i k e I s a y , m o s t o f m y s t u f f w e n t w i t h t h e

fl o o d , a n d i t a l l w e n t r o t t e n .

H . I n ' 6 5 w a s i t ?

F . Y a , B e t s y . I t w a s a h e l l a v a g o o d b o o k . I l o o k e d f o r i t

t h i s a f t e r n o o n . Y o u c o u l d h a v e g o t t e n a n y t h i n g y o u

w a n t e d o u t o f i t .

H . A r e t h e r e a n y m o r e o f y o u r p a r t n e r s s t i l l l e f t a r o u n d t h a t

w e r e d o w n t h e r e ?
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F . L e s , I d o n ' t k n o w . W h e n I l e f t b a s e t h e r e , w h e n t h e y

s h u t d o w n t h e b a s e , w e w e r e o n l y t h e r e u n t i l t h e A r m y

g o t s u f fi c i e n t a i r p l a n e s t o d o t h e i r o w n p a t r o l .

H . S e p t e m b e r o f ' 4 3 , I t h i n k .

F. When they opened up the Nava l Base in Houma w i th the

b l i m p s , t h a t ' s w h e n t h e y c l o s e d d o w n o u r b a s e a t t h e

i s l a n d .

H . W h a t d i d y o u d o t h e n ? D i d y o u q u i t fl y i n g f o r C A P ?

F. W e l l , d o w n o n t h e i s l a n d I w a s d o i n g b o t h , a m e c h a n i c

a n d a fl i g h t c r e w m e m b e r. W h e n t h e y c l o s e d t h a t d o w n ,

I w e n t o n o u t t o L a f a y e t t e , L o u i s i a n a a n d w e n t t o t h e

Army A i r Base as an i ns t ruc to r, t r a in ing and s tu f f l i ke
t h a t . I w a s a g r o u n d i n s t r u c t o r .

H . L o o k s l i k e a t o r p e d o o r s o m e t h i n g i n t h i s p h o t o g r a p h .

F. I t h i n k t h a t ' s p a r t o f a n a i r p l a n e a n o l d s h r i m p b o a t

p u l l e d u p o u t o f t h e G u l f a t G r a n d I s l e .

H . D i d y o u g o t o G r a n d I s l e w h e n i t o p e n e d ?

F. Ya . Ac tua l l y, I j o i ned up be fo re t hey eve r wen t down to

t h e i s l a n d . W h e n I s i g n e d w e w e r e b a s e d r i g h t h e r e o n

N e w O r l e a n s A i r B a s e . W e u s e d t o fl y o u t o f t h e r e t o t h e
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i s l a n d a n d t h e n g o o u t i n t o t h e G u l f a n d t h e n fl y r i g h t

b a c k h e r e . W e d i d t h a t f o r s e v e r a l w e e k s . T h e n t h e y

t o r p e d o e d o n e o f t h e t r o o p s h i p s r i g h t o u t o f t h e m o u t h

o f t h e R i v e r . A n d t h e f o l l o w i n g w e e k w a s w h e n w e g o t

t h e o r d e r s t o g o a h e a d d o w n a n d s e t u p b a s e o n G r a n d

I s l e , a n d w e w e r e a n a u x i l l i a r y t o t h e A r m y A i r F o r c e .

W e w e n t o n d o w n t h e r e a n d s e t i t u p . I t h i n k I g o t

p i c t u r e s o f t h e r e a l fi e l d .

H . T h a t ' s y o u r fi e l d .

F. T h a t ' s w h a t I w a s l o o k i n g f o r . S e e h e r e , L e s , t h a t w a s

o u r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g . T h a t ' s t h e O l d G r a n d I s l e

M o t e l . I t g o t p u l l e d d o w n t o o i n a h u r r i c a n e . T h i s w a s

o n e r u n w a y h e r e . T h e o n e r i g h t o v e r h e r e w a s t h e o l d

g r a v e l s h e l l r o a d w h i c h w a s v e r y , v e r y s h o r t . I t w a s

t h e n o r t h - s o u t h . T h i s h e r e w a s t h e p a r a l l e l s t r i p , e a s t -

w e s t . W e w e r e c o n s t r u c t i n g t h i s . W e h a d t o p u t t h i s o n e

i n b e c a u s e t h e c r o s s w i n d s w e r e t o o d a m n m u c h d o w n t h e r e .

Some days, due to the higher winds, you couldn't even go

o u t i n t h e m o n a c c o u n t o f l a n d i n g a n d t a k e o f f , s o w e

b u i l t t h i s r u n w a y o u r s e l v e s w h i c h w a s s h o r t t o o .

H . P r o b a b l y n o t h i n g b u t g r a v e l o r s h e l l s l a i d d o w n .

F . T h a t ' s a l l , s h e l l s . A n d o v e r h e r e t h e y e v e n t u a l l y b u i l t

themselves a hangar where we could put about three air

p l a n e s .
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H . G o i n g b a c k a l i t t l e , B i l l , h o w d i d t h e b o m b r a c k e n d u p

i n y o u r p o s s e s s i o n ?

F. W e l l , w h e n I w a s l e a v i n g , I j u s t t h r e w i t i n m y c a r .

H . T h a t ' s w h a t I s a y , i t e n d e d u p i n y o u r p o s s e s s i o n .

F. A f t e r w e w e r e d o w n t h e r e , t h e y h a d a s q u a d r o n o f P 4 0 ' s

o u t a t N e w O r l e a n s A i r B a s e t h e y u s e d t o g o o u t i n t h e

G u l f f o r t a r g e t p r a c t i c e . A n d t h e g o v e r n m e n t s e n t d o w n

a 4 2 f o o t a i r c r a f t r e s c u e b o a t , a 6 5 f o o t a i r c r a f t r e s

c u e b o a t a n d a n a m p h i b i a n t a n k a l l b a s e d a t G r a n d I s l e .

A n d , f o r a w h i l e , w e w e r e l i v i n g h i g h o n t h e h o g d o w n

t h e r e . I d o n ' t k n o w i f y o u e v e r w e n t o u t 7 0 , 8 0 , 9 0

m i l e s i n t h e G u l f i n a l a n d a i r p l a n e . W h e n y o u s i t o u t

t h e r e a b o u t t h r e e h o u r s , i t ' s a m a z i n g t h e p e c u l i a r i t i e s

a n d t h e n o i s e s t h a t y o u t h i n k y o u h e a r . I t ' s n o t t h e r e ,

b u t y o u j u s t t h i n k y o u h e a r i t .

H. I agree, the minute you get out over open water the en

gine goes ragged. What d id you have for l i fesaving

e q u i p m e n t ?

F. What we had , we car r ied l i t t l e l i fe jacke ts , the Mae West

as they called them. And, we had inner tubes. Big round

i n n e r t u b e s a n d w e ' d i n fl a t e t h e m a n d w e h a d a c a n v a s

b o t t o m t h e r e l a c e d a r o u n d t h e i n n e r t u b e . I n t h e e v e n t

t h a t w e w e n t d o w n i n t h e G u l f , i f w e w e r e a b l e w e ' d c r a w l
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i n t h e m t h i n g s s o s h a r k s o r a n y t h i n g c o u l d n ' t g e t a t

u s . T h a t w a s o u r l i f e s a v i n g e q u i p m e n t . W h e n w e w e n t

d o w n t h e r e w e h a d t o s c r o u n g e a n d b e g a n d b o r r o w a n y

t h i n g w e c o u l d g e t . W e c o u l d n ' t g e t p a r t s o r a n y t h i n g .

C o u r s e , w e l i v e d a d i f f e r e n t l i f e t h e r e o n t h e i s l a n d

t h a n t h e y l i v e d i n P a s c a g o u l a .

H . Ya , t h e y h a d b u i l t a b i g b a r r a c k s a n d a w h o l e b u n c h o f

s t u f f . W h a t l i t t l e I ' v e b e e n a b l e t o r e a d a b o u t w h a t

y o u a l l h a d , y o u j u s t h a d t h e h o t e l a n d h o p e t h e m o s

q u i t o s d i d n ' t c a r r y y o u o f f .

F. N o w a y o f k e e p i n g t h e m o u t . N o w a y i n G o d ' s w o r l d t o

k e e p t h e m o u t . O u r b o y s d i d n ' t h a v e a n y b i g Wa c o s o r

a n y t h i n g . T h i s i s a p i c t u r e o f a S t i n s o n . M a n , I

t r i e d m y d a m n d e s t t o g e t i n t o t h e A i r C o r p s . I w a s

2 6 h y e a r s o l d . S i x m o n t h s t o o o l d , t h e y s a i d n o .

H . W h e n d i d y o u s t a r t w o r k i n g o n a i r c r a f t . B i l l ?

F. O h , I g u e s s a b o u t 1 9 3 8 o r 1 9 3 9 I s t a r t e d o u t a t N e w

O r l e a n s A i r p o r t t h e r e . W e l l , L e s t h e y h a d t h a t r a t i n g

o n t h e a i r c r a f t a n d e n g i n e l i c e n s e . W e l l n o w i t ' s a i r

c r a f t a n d p o w e r p l a n t . Yo u h a d t o p u t i n s o m a n y h o u r s

a year to ma in ta in i t . You had a bunch o f fo rms to fi l l

ou t and send t o Wash ing ton . I n 1945 when I came back

h e r e I w e n t t o w o r k f o r N a t i o n a l A i r l i n e s . E v e r y d a y o f

t h e w e e k w e w e r e w o r k i n g o n a i r p l a n e s . W h y s h o u l d w e
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fi l l o u t a f o r m a t t h e e n d o f t h e y e a r t h a t ' s g o i n g t o

t a k e a n h o u r o r t w o h o u r s o f o u r t i m e a n d s e n d i t i n .

So the company, al l the air l ines got together and had

t h a t d i s c o n t i n u e d .

H . W e l l , t h a t w a s a g o o d i d e a .

F. Even your private license and all, at one time, you had
to fly so many hours a year just to maintain them.

H . W e s t i l l d o .

F. I f y o u f e e l l i k e y o u c a n fl y i t , y o u fl y i t . Yo u g o t

t o h a v e y o u r p h y s i c a l t h o u g h .

H . Yo u w o r k e d a t N a t i o n a l u n t i l y o u r e t i r e d ?

F . Y a .

H . W h e n d i d y o u r e t i r e . B i l l ?

F. May the 1st , 1977. I was wi th them 32 years.

H. That was a good long product ive per iod.

F. Ya, I worked on many different kinds of airplanes.

H. I can imagine. What you started off with, National
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D C S ' s m a y b e ?

F . N o , 3 ' s .

H . T h e y d i d n ' t u s e D C 3 ' s ?

F . I d o n ' t t h i n k t h e y h a v e a n y L o d e s t a r p i c t u r e s i n h e r e .

T h e r e ' s a D C 4 . H e r e ' s a L o d e s t a r . T h e r e ' s a F a i r c h i l d

h e r e .

H . Y o u g o t i n C A P w h e n ? J u s t a f t e r D e c e m b e r o f ' 4 1 ?

F . W h e n t h e y o r g a n i z e d i t . B e g i n n i n g o f i t .

H . C A P s t a r t e d D e c e m b e r 1 o f 1 9 4 1 .

F . W h e n t h e y fi r s t o r g a n i z e d i t , t h a t ' s w h e n I w e n t i n i t .

H e r e w a s m y I D C a r d .

H . O f fi c e o f C i v i l D e f e n s e , t h a t ' s a n e a r l y o n e . Y o u

s t a y e d w i t h i t u n t i l y o u w e n t t h r o u g h t h e C o a s t a l P a t r o l

b i t d o w n a t G r a n d I s l e . Y o u w e r e d o w n t h e r e t h e w h o l e

t i m e ? L e t ' s s e e , J u l y ' 4 2 t i l l S e p t e m b e r ' 4 3 . A b o u t

f o u r t e e n t o fi f t e e n m o n t h s . T h e y m a y h a v e s t a y e d d o w n

t h e r e l o n g e r t h a n S e p t e m b e r , b u t g e n e r a l l y A u g u s t 3 1 s t

w a s t h e fi n a l d a t e .

F. W e l l , t h e y h a d s o m e o f t h e p e r s o n n e l s t a y d o w n t h e r e j u s t
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closing up. We had some airplanes that had to be
w o r k e d o n t o g e t t h e m o u t o f t h e r e , b u t I d i d n ' t s t a y

f o r t h a t .

H . You came on back , and t ha t ' s when you wen t o f f some

p l a c e

F . W e l l , I w e n t o n u p t o L a f a y e t t e .

H . H o w l o n g d i d y o u s t a y i n L a f a y e t t e ?

F. I s tayed s ix months in Lafayet te , and f rom there went to

Decatur, Alabama stayed six or nine months there. They

found out there that they didn' t need as many pi lots as

they had thought at the beginning of the war. Because

they had a lot of them in cold storage over at Huntsville.

They had a base over there and, Christ, they had hundreds
of boys over there. And, all of a sudden they put them

on airplanes as gunners and all that kind of stuff, navi

g a t o r s .

H . T h a t w a s a l i t t l e l a t e r t h o u g h , w a s n ' t i t ? I n ' 4 3 t h e y

s t a r t e d d o i n g t h i n g s l i k e t h a t .

F. Well you see, like I say, I went to Decatur from Lafayette

and when they shut that base down they found out they

d id in ' t need as many p i lo ts as they though t they d id . I

went on up to New York to ATC-Air Transport Command, and
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S t a y e d u p t h e r e t i l l ' 4 5 a n d c a m e b a c k h e r e a b o u t A u g u s t

o f * 4 5 .

H . A n d t h e n y o u w e n t w i t h N a t i o n a l ?

F . I t e l l y o u o n e t h i n g , L e s , w i t h a l l t h e fl y i n g I d i d d o w n

a t G r a n d I s l e , t h a t l i t t l e s h o r t r u n w a y I w a s t e l l i n g y o u

a b o u t , I w e n t d o w n t h e r e w i t h m y o w n S t e a r m a n o n e S u n d a y

a f t e r t h e w a r . I w a s g o i n g t o t a k e o f f g o i n g S o u t h .

Ta x i e d b a c k , t u r n e d t h e a i r p l a n e a r o u n d , p u t t h e b r a k e s

o n a n d r e v v e d i t u p a n d s t a r t e d d o w n t h a t r o a d . T h e y h a d

t o t a k e o f f a n d g e t o v e r t h e G r a n d I s l e M o t e l t h e y h a d

t h e n . I l o o k e d o u t t h e l e f t s i d e , a l l fi n e . I l o o k e d

o u t t h e r i g h t a n d t h e r e ' s a s i g n t h a t s a i d 3 2 m i l e s t o

G o l d e n M e a d o w . ( L a u g h t e r ) I t r i e d t o g e t e n o u g h fl y i n g

s p e e d t o p u l l i t u p . I s a i d I ' m g o i n g t o r a i s e t h e w i n g

and ge t i t ove r the s ign . I ra i sed the w ing and the t i p

h o o k e d o n t h e s i g n a n d fl i p p e d m e l i k e t h a t a n d t h e n

t h r e w m e o f f i n t o t h e s w a m p .

H . H o w a b o u t w h i l e y o u w e r e fl y i n g C o a s t a l P a t r o l ? D o y o u

have any idea o f how many hours you flew?

F . N o , I d i d n ' t l o g t h e m .

H . Y o u d i d n ' t l o g t h e m ?

F. S e e t h e w a y t h e y r u n t h a t , i f y o u o w n e d a n a i r p l a n e y o u
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p i c k e d o n e o f y o u r f r i e n d s t o g e t a s t h e c o p i l o t o r

o b s e r v e r . S o w h a t I s a i d , I w a s fl y i n g o u t t h e r e s o

I h a d t o w a i t , m a y b e o n e o f t h e s e g u y s w o u l d g e t s i c k

o r s o m e t h i n g o r n o t w a n t t o fl y t h a t d a y o r g e t t i n g

t i r e d o r w a s o u t t h e n i g h t b e f o r e a n d g o t l o a d e d , y o u

k n o w , I ' d g o o u t o n fl i g h t f o r t h e m . C o u r s e , w h e n y o u

g o o u t o n fl i g h t t h e o t h e r g u y w a n t s t o s i t b a c k a n d

s l e e p a n d y o u fl y t h e a i r p l a n e , b u t I d o n ' t k n o w h o w

m a n y h o u r s I fl e w . T r u t h f u l l y , I g o t t o w h e r e I e n

j o y e d t h e m e c h a n i c a l e n d o f i t , m o r e t h a n t h e fl y i n g

e n d o f i t . I h a d n o i n t e n t i o n s o f fl y i n g f o r a l i v i n g

w h e n I c a m e b a c k h e r e .

H . T h e y h a d m o r e p i l o t s t h a n m e c h a n i c s , t h a t ' s f o r s u r e .

F. W e c o u l d n ' t g e t e n o u g h t w i n e n g i n e t i m e o r f o u r e n g i n e

t i m e w h e n w e c a m e i n . T h e o n l y w a y y o u g o t t h a t i n

t h o s e d a y s w a s i n t h e A r m y .

H . I t ' s a b o u t t h a t w a y n o w . B i l l .

F . I j u s t g o t t h a t t h o u g h t o u t o f m y m i n d . I s a i d i f I

w a n t t o m a k e a l i v i n g I w o u l d h a v e t o g e t i n t o s o m e

t h i n g t h a t I c o u l d g e t s o m e e x p e r i e n c e w i t h .

H . D i d y o u h a v e a n y e m e r g e n c y l a n d i n g s o r a n y t h i n g l i k e

t h a t ?
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F. N o , n o t p e r s o n a l l y , b u t w e l o s t t w o a i r p l a n e s o u t

t h e r e , L e s . O n e o f t h e m o f f t h e m o u t h o f t h e r i v e r ,

b u t n o c a s u a l t i e s . T h e b o y s ' o i l l i n e b r o k e o n t h e m ,

t h e y w e n t d o w n i n l a t e a f t e r n o o n . C o u l d n ' t fi n d t h e m

t i l l t h e n e x t m o r n i n g . P i c k e d t h e m u p .

H . W h e r e w a s t h e s e c o n d o n e ?

F. R i g h t i n t h e b a c k o f t h e b a s e , a b o u t a m i l e o u t . H e

h a d c o m e f r o m N e w O r l e a n s , t h e y h a d f o u r b o y s i n i t .

C a m e i n f r o m N e w O r l e a n s , t h e y w e n t o u t a n d c i r c l e d

t h e fi e l d t o c o m e b a c k i n o n t h e r u n w a y a n d t h e y l o s t

i t .

H . T h e y l o s t i t , u h ?

F. D o n ' t k n o w w h e t h e r i t i c e d u p o n t h e m o r w h a t . T h e y

w e n t o n d o w n i n t o t h e G u l f .

H . L o u i s i a n a h a d t w o p e o p l e w h o w e r e k i l l e d d u r i n g t h e C A P

s e r v i c e . O n e w a s a b o y b y t h e n a m e o f J i m m y Ta y l o r

f r o m B a t o n R o u g e w h o w a s k i l l e d fl y i n g p a t r o l a t B e a u m o n t ,

and t he o the r one was a F reddy Eng le r t who c rashed i n t he

M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r o n s o m e b o m b i n g r u n s .

F. F r e d d y w a s a p e r s o n a l f r i e n d o f m i n e . H e w a s fl y i n g a

m a j o r o n a m o c k b o m b i n g r u n . H e u s e d t o p u t t h e t r o o p s

o n t h e r o a d a n d c o m e a l o n g w i t h t h o s e l i t t l e a i r p l a n e s
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t h e y h a d fl o u r b a g s o n t h e m , a n d y o u ' d fl y o v e r a n d

t h r o w t h e fl o u r b a g s . W h o e v e r g o t fl o u r o n t h e m w a s

d e a d . I n f a c t , l e t m e s h o w y o u a p i c t u r e o f F r e d d y .

H e w a s c r a z y, I g u a r a n t e e t h a t , b u t h e w a s a g o o d

p i l o t , t h o u g h ,

H . T h a t ' s w h a t i t t a k e s s o m e t i m e s f o r a g o o d p i l o t .

F. Yo u k n o w w h e n y o u w a n t t o fi n d s o m e t h i n g y o u c a n ' t .

H i s w i f e s e n t t h e d a m n p i c t u r e t o m e . H o w d o y o u

l i k e t h a t ? H e r e h e i s r i g h t h e r e .

H . H e a p p a r e n t l y h a d a c h i l d b e f o r e h e d i e d .

F . O h y a , y o u n g F r e d d y . F r e d d y , J r . T h e y ' r e l i v i n g i n

F l o r i d a n o w , j u s t n o r t h o f P e n s a c o l a .

H . B i l l , t e l l m e a l i t t l e a b o u t t h e F l e e t w i n g .

F. Yo u k n o w , L e s , I ' d r a t h e r h a v e t h a t a i r p l a n e r i g h t n o w .

Y o u k n o w t h a t w a s a l l s t a i n l e s s s t e e l .

H . I t w a s ?

F. Ye s s i r , e v e n t h e P K s c r e w s a n d n u t s a n d e v e r y t h i n g

w e r e a l l s t a i n l e s s s t e e l .

H . T h a t m u s t h a v e b e e n a n e x p e n s i v e a i r p l a n e .
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F . I l o s t o n e o f t h e d a m n l e f t - h a n d t h r e a d n u t s o n o n e

of the guy wires, when I was overhauling that one at

N e w O r l e a n s A i r p o r t . 5 / 1 6 n u t . I t o o k i t i n t o a

machine shop in town. Two and one half bucks to make

o n e n u t b a c k i n t h o s e d a y s .

H. Well, the one ended up at Michoud, who did i t belong

t o ?

F. I d o n ' t k n o w w h o o w n e d i t , b u t s o m e p e o p l e f r o m N e w

York bought it. They came down here and they were in

quiring about people who worked on this type airplane
and a l l . Some boys had a l i t t l e t ime w i t h i t , myse l f

and a guy named Willie Lum, he was down at the base

w i t h u s . W e h a d w o r k e d o n t h e o n e d o w n t h e r e . W e

f o u n d o u t w h a t h e w a n t e d t o d o t o i t . W e l l , t h e n w e

had to wr i te, see the Fairchi ld people had bought these

people out, and we wrote them for blueprints, and they
sent us a se t o f b luepr in ts fo r the whole a i rp lane.

H . T h a t g u y, W i l l i e L u m , i s h e s t i l l a r o u n d ?

F. W i l l i e r e t i r e d f r o m N a t i o n a l A i r l i n e s a b o u t a y e a r a f t e r

I d i d . H e ' s i n To l e d o B e n d r i g h t n o w . H e b o u g h t h i m a

l i t t le log cabin up there and he 's got a bass boat .

H . H e ' s fi s h i n g .
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F. H e ' s fi s h i n g . H e a n d I t r a v e l e d f r o m 1 9 4 2 o n u p . H e

came down and joined the CAP about the same time I did.

H . H e c a m e f r o m w h e r e ?

F. Helena, Arkansas. Maybe some of them boys are l iv ing

i n L i t t l e R o c k , c a u s e m o s t o f t h e m w e r e f r o m t h e r e . I

d o n ' t k n o w i f R i p b e r g e r i s s t i l l l i v i n g , M i k e H e i m ,

B i l l H e i m .

H . Y o u m e a n . B i l l H e i m .

F. I guess so. I know th is boy MacDonald here in the

picture who was standing by the airplane with me, he
was up in age then so I don' t th ink he's l iv ing now.

H . W e l l , y o u ' r e n o c h i c k e n .

F . N o , L e s , I ' m 6 7 r i g h t n o w .

H . Y o u ' r e i n g o o d s h a p e .

F. No, not too good. Goddamn diabetes hit me last November

and put me in the hospital, never even knew I had it.

H a d n e v e r s u f f e r e d w i t h i t .

H . J u s t a l l o f a s u d d e n g o t y o u .
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F . Y a , b u t I g o t i t u n d e r c o n t r o l . I f I c a n k e e p u p

l i k e I ' m g o i n g I ' l l b e i n g o o d s h a p e .

H . Yo u ' l l b e l i k e H a r r y G r a h a m , i f y o u w o u l d h a v e k n o w n

y o u w e r e g o i n g t o l i v e t h i s l o n g , y o u w o u l d h a v e t a k e n

b e t t e r c a r e o f y o u r s e l f .

F . Y a , I ' d l i k e t o s e e o l d H a r r y a g a i n . L e s , p u t t h i s

w i t h y o u r p i c t u r e s , t h e r e a i n ' t t o o m a n y n o w.

H . I g o t p l e n t y o f c o p i e s o f t h i s . I c o p i e d t h a t .

F. I d o n ' t h a v e a b i g c o p y . A n y o f t h e s e y o u w a n t t o t a k e ?

H . I f I c a n b o r r o w y o u r b o o k , I ' m g o i n g t o c o p y t h e m a l l .

F . T a k e i t .

H . I ' l l g e t i t b a c k t o y o u i n a w e e k o r s o .

F . A i n ' t n o h u r r y .

H . A n d c a n I t a k e t h i s w i t h m e t o c o p y t o o ? I ' v e g o t a

copy s tand , wha t I do i s jus t shoo t p ic tu res o f i t .
W h a t t h e o v e r a l l p r o g r a m i s I ' l l p r o b a b l y c o p y a l l o f

t h e m .

F . I f I fi n d a n y t h i n g e l s e
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H . I ' d a p p r e c i a t e i t .

F . I ' l l g i v e y o u a c a l l .

H . I ' d a p p r e c i a t e i t .

F. I m a y s t u m b l e o n s o m e t h i n g .

H. And i f you ever th ink of somebody else around, that

w o u l d r e a l l y b e a h e l p .

F. W e l l , i f I c a n d i g u p a n y t h i n g e l s e f o r y o u , I s u r e a s

h e l l w i l l .

H . W e l l , w h a t w e ' r e t r y i n g t o d o i s , b a s e d o n o u r c o n

v e r s a t i o n , I ' l l w r i t e u p a l i t t l e s u m m a r y a n d p u t i n

i n m y fi l e s a n d t h e n w e ' l l d o a t r a n s c r i p t . A f t e r y o u

l o o k a t i t , a n d i f y o u a g r e e , w e ' l l p u t i n a t t h e C i v i l

A i r P a t r o l H e a d q u a r t e r s a t M a x w e l l A i r F o r c e B a s e w h e r e

w e ' r e t r y i n g t o b u i l d a h i s t o r i c a l fi l e o n C A P.

F. O h , i f I c o u l d o n l y fi n d s o m e b o d y w i t h o n e o f t h o s e

b o o k s , g o d d a m n i t .

H . Do you remember t he name o f i t ?

F. N o , t h i s b o y , o n e o f t h e b o y s i n L i t t l e R o c k h a d i t .
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H . J u s t a b o u t B a s e 9 , h u h ? ( S u b s e q u e n t l y l o c a t e d a s

" J o e - S u b m a r i n e H u n t e r " )

F . J u s t a b o u t G r a n d I s l e , t h a t ' s r i g h t .

H . I d o n ' t e v e n k n o w w h e r e t o b e g i n t o l o o k f o r i t . J u s t

a b o u t 5 0 p a g e s o r s o ?

F. That's about r ight. Now how many of them he made, I

don't know. He may have made just enough to give each

m e m b e r o f t h e b a s e o n e , L e s .

H . T h a t ' s t h e k i n d o f s t u f f y o u l i k e t o c a p t u r e . We ' v e

done pret ty good actua l ly, CAP, l ike the card says,

was part of Civil Defense. Then in about '42 it moved

to the War Department under control of the Army Air

C o r p s .

F. You see, when the Civi l Defense had it, we had to go

three nights a week up to the Court Building on Royal

Street to go through first aid class. It was more than

a F i rs t a id course . They taugh t you every th ing .

H. Wel l , the training program in CAP back in those days

w a s p r e t t y e x t e n s i v e .

F. He l l , I cou ld se t a l eg i n an emergency. Check a l l t he

blood pressures where to stop the blood so you wouldn't
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b l e e d t o d e a t h .

H . G o o d s t u f f t o k n o w .

F. Then they gave you an examination. There was no

sit t ing there shaking your head, you had to get and

g i v e a p r a c t i c a l o n s o m e b o d y .

H . Ya , C i v i l De fense back t hen was p re t t y r es t r i c t i ve .

But, we were able to get a lot of the early Civi l De

fense documents and we got a lot of the written in

f o r m a t i o n i n s t r u c t i o n s , r u l e s a n d s t u f f l i k e t h a t f r o m

t h e e a r l y, w e l l , j u s t a b o u t t h r o u g h t h e ' 4 0 ' s . A n d

t h e n a b o u t 1 9 5 1 C A P d i e d . A n d t h e n i t s t a r t e d c o m i n g

b a c k a b o u t t h e l a t e ' 5 0 ' s . S o w e g o t a b o u t a s i x o r

seven year period in there that we don't have any of

the rules or any of the documents or anything else that

w e ' v e b e e n d o i n g q u i t e a b i t o f r e s e a r c h o n . I t ' s a

bunch of people l ike mysel f . I ' ve a lways been an av id

m i l i t a r y h i s t o r i a n .

F. W e l l , I e n j o y e d i t w h i l e I w a s t h e r e . E v e n a t N e w

Orleans Ai rpor t we had an inst ructor out there, an o ld

m a s t e r s e r g e a n t i n t h e A r m y. E v e r y w e e k e n d y o u w a l k e d

f r o m t h a t N e w O r l e a n s A i r p o r t t o P a r i s R o a d a n d b a c k .

T h a t w a s y o u r h i k e .

H . C o u l d n ' t fl y p l a n e s i f y o u d i d n ' t k n o w h o w t o w a l k .
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F . T h a t ' s a g o o d w a y t o p u t i t . T h e y w e r e g o i n g t o k e e p

y o u fi t .

H . I t e l l y o u B i l l , I r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e y o u r t i m e .

F . I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t e l s e t o t e l l y o u , L e s .

H . W e l l , y o u k n o w t h a t ' s s o r t o f w h a t i t i s , a n i n d i v i d u a l ' s

r e m i n i s c e n c e a n d l e a r n i n g w h a t y o u c a n a b o u t i t . I t h i n k

I h a v e a p r e t t y g o o d i d e a , w h a t l i t t l e r e s e a r c h I ' v e d o n e

u p t o n o w , y o u ' v e p r e t t y w e l l c o n fi r m e d i t . I t w a s n ' t a

f a n c y p l a c e l i k e P a s c a g o u l a w a s .

F . O h n o , i t w a s n ' t n o t h i n g f a n c y .

H . N o t l i k e P a s c a g o u l a w a s , i t w a s s t r i c t l y m a k e d o .

F . Y o u g o t o u t a n d m a d e w h a t e v e r y o u n e e d e d , a n d t h a t w a s

i t .

H . N o w y o u a l l j u s t s o r t o f t o o k o v e r t h e O l e a n d e r .

F . Y a .

H . N o w t h e r e w a s a n o t h e r h o t e l t h e r e , y o u c a l l e d i t t h e

G r a n d I s l e . ( S u b s e q u e n t l y i d e n t i fi e d a s t h e B r o w n

H o t e l ) .

3 5



F A N D I S O N

F. W e l l , t h e G r a n d I s l e w a s n ' t a h o t e l a t t h a t t i m e . I t

was a hotel , but they had closed i t down. So being at

the position that we could use the road as the runway

w e u s e d t h a t a s a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g .

H . B u t y o u s t a y e d i n t h e O l e a n d e r .

F. Then , a f t e r awh i l e , t h ree o r f ou r o f us go t t oge the r

and rented these camps down there. I t was better than

staying in one room. The Oleander was just little bitty
r o o m s w i t h a b e d a n d a d r e s s e r i n i t .

H . Y a , I r e m e m b e r .

F. W h e n w e fi r s t w e n t d o w n t h e r e w e d i d n ' t e v e n h a v e w a r m

o r h o t w a t e r s h o w e r s . We u s e d t o t a k e a s h o w e r o u t s i d e

l ike you did in the summert ime. And did you ever t ry

taking a shower in December out in the open.

H . I ' v e t a k e n a s h o w e r i n K o r e a i n 4 0 d e g r e e b e l o w w e a t h e r ,

bu t I t e l l you wha t , I d i dn ' t t ake many o f t hem. I

s tayed k ind o f d i r ty most o f the t ime.

F. You know the saying, you can take a bath in a thimble,

wel l , that 's what we d id lo ts o f t imes. We would have

c a u g h t p n e u m o n i a o u t t h e r e .

H. In Korea they had bath companies. They went out in the
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w i l d e r n e s s a n d s e t u p f o u r o r fi v e t e n t s a n d t h e y

w o u l d g e t h o t , h o t w a t e r . I t w o u l d l i t e r a l l y b e 3 0

o r 4 0 d e g r e e s b e l o w z e r o o u t s i d e a n d y o u w e r e a l l

r i g h t , y o u w e r e n i c e a n d w a r m a s l o n g a s y o u w e r e i n

t h a t s h o w e r t e n t , b u t w h e n y o u h a d t o g o b a c k a n d g e t

d r e s s e d . S o i t g o t t o t h e p o i n t t h a t y o u j u s t d i d n ' t

t a k e t h e m .

F. H o w d i d t h e y g e t t h e w a t e r s o h o t ?

H . S t e a m g e n e r a t o r s . I t w a s r e g u l a r u n i t .

F. W e e v e n t u a l l y p u t i n h o t w a t e r s h o w e r s a n d a l l t h a t

i n s i d e t h e h o t e l . T h i s b o y , F r e d d y E n g l e r t , h i s s o n

was about 13 or 14 years o ld , came down on the week

end w i th h im. They had the damn showers and the man

hadn' t put the damn men and women on the doors yet .

So Saturday afternoon al l these gals were taking a

s h o w e r i n t h e r e . Yo u n g F r e d d y c o m e s i n a n d s a y s D a d

w h e r e c a n I t a k e a s h o w e r . H e s a i d g o d o w n t o t h e

s e c o n d d o o r , n o t t h e fi r s t d o o r , t h e fi r s t d o o r i s

f o r t h e w o m e n . G o d d a m n , a b o u t t w o m i n u t e s l a t e r w e

h e a r d t h e d a m n d e s t s c r e a m s , h e h a d s e n t h i s s o n t o

t h e w o m e n ' s r e s t r o o m . W e s a i d F r e d d y y o u o u g h t t o b e

a s h a m e d o f y o u r s e l f .

H . G i v e t h e k i d a t h r i l l .
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F . L i t t l e F r e d d y c a m e b a c k r e d , b l u e , w h i t e , a l l c o l o r s ,

( l a u g h t e r )

H . D i d y o u h a v e f e m a l e s w o r k i n g d o w n t h e r e a t t h e t i m e ?

F. Y a , t h e y h a d f o u r o r fi v e o f t h e m d o i n g c l e r i c a l w o r k

d o w n t h e r e . T h e y h a d a s e c r e t a r y , b u t d o n ' t a s k m e

t h e i r n a m e s I h a v e a b a d m e m o r y .

H . T h e y w o r e u n i f o r m s a n d t h e w h o l e t h i n g t o o , h u h ? T h e y

w o r e s k i r t s o r p a n t s ?

F . T h e y w o r e s k i r t s .

H . T h e r e ' s a l i t t l e b i t o f a b u g a b o o a b o u t w h a t f e m a l e s

w o r e d u r i n g t h e t i m e , a n d w h a t f e w p i c t u r e s I ' v e b e e n

a b l e t o r o u n d u p o f t h e m i t l o o k s l i k e s k i r t s t o m e

b u t t h e r e w a s q u i t e a b i t o f d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t s k i r t s

o r c u l o t t e s .

F. I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t t h e s q u a d r o n s a r e d o i n g h e r e i n

N e w O r l e a n s . D o n ' t t h e y h a v e a s q u a d r o n o u t t h e r e

a t L a k e f r o n t ?

H . W e l l , t h e r e i s a W i n g H e a d q u a r t e r s a n d a b o u t f o u r o r

fi v e s q u a d r o n s a n d t h e y ' r e d o i n g t h e i r t h i n g . T h e

s q u a d r o n w e h a v e o n t h e W e s t b a n k i s a l i t t l e b i t

d i f f e r e n t , w e ' r e o v e r t h e r e b y o u r s e l v e s .
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F. We l l , t h e a i r p o r t o v e r t h e r e y o u l a n d o n t h e s t r i p

p a r a l l e l a n d t h e c a n a l .

H . W e d o n ' t k e e p o u r a i r p l a n e o v e r t h e r e . W e ' r e l u c k y ,

I ' m e x m i l i t a r y , s o I h a v e a l o t o f f r i e n d s a n d w e

k e e p o u r a i r p l a n e o u t a t N a v a l A i r S t a t i o n .

F , W e l l , y o u ' r e a l l r i g h t t h e n .

H . O h , w e ' r e fi r s t c l a s s .

F . I fl e w i n t h a t fi e l d w i t h a f r i e n d o f m i n e .

H . Y o u m e a n W e s t w e g o ?

F. C a m e i n o v e r t h e w i r e a n d t h e y s k i d d e d a n d I s a i d

J e s u s C h r i s t w e ' r e g o i n g i n t o t h e c a n a l .

H. They 've got the cana l , g rass s t r ip and then a b lack

top s t r ip para l le l , and I a lways put my b i rd on the

g r a s s .

F. They had tha t s t r i p a long the cana l . Jus t a sho r t one .

H. But I always land on the grass between the canal and

t h e s t r i p . I ' m a l w a y s fl y i n g t h a t o l d b i r d d o g . I t ' s

be t t e r on g rass t han i t i s on ha rd su r f aces . Jus t l i ke

a l l ta i l d raggers , i t has an independen t m ind to t r y to
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go whichever way it wants. Okay, Bill, we'll get
o u t o f y o u r h a i r . A g a i n , I s u r e a p p r e c i a t e i t .

I ' l l t ake good ca re o f t hese th ings , and we ' l l r e

t u r n t h e m .

F . O k a y , i f I fi n d a n y t h i n g

H . I f y o u fi n d a n y t h i n g , I ' d a p p r e c i a t e i t . T h a t ' s

in teres t ing about your acqu is i t ion o f the bomb
r a c k .

F. I used to have the rest of i t , show you the hookup

on i t . We cut the fabr ic away on severa l o f the

airplanes after we had about thirty or forty. Every
damn tube on i t had hair l ine cracks. They were

get t ing ready to go. Had to pul l a l l them damned

th ings ou t , to re the a i rp lanes apar t , s leeved them
and put them back on. Gussets to strengthen them.

H . Ya , t h e y w e r e n ' t e n o u g h t o h o l d a b o m b .

F. A i rp lanes d idn ' t have the qu ick d i sconnec ts on the

d o o r a n d w e t o o k a l l t h e h i n g e p i n s o u t w e l d e d t h e

cable on them, bottom and top, put a pulley on the

top then you pulled the cable and there your door
w e n t .

H . Yo u a l l d i d n ' t c a r r y c h u t e s o r a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t .
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d i d y o u ?

F . D i d n ' t k n o w w h a t c h u t e s w e r e .

H , C h u t e s w e r e m o s t l y f o r t h e m i l i t a r y b a c k t h e n a n d v e r y

f e w c i v i l i a n s h a d t h e m .

F . T h e o n l y t h i n g w e h a d t h e r e w e r e t h e M a e W e s t a n d t h e

i n n e r t u b e s .

H . T a l k i n g a b o u t i n n e r t u b e s , t h e r e s e e m e d t o h a v e b e e n

a t r i c k a t t h e t i m e t o s t u f f t h e r e a r e n d o f t h e a i r

p l a n e w i t h t h e m n o t f u l l y i n fl a t e d , j u s t k i n d o f

p a r t i a l l y i n fl a t e d t o g i v e a l i t t l e m o r e b u o y a n c y i n

c a s e t h e y w e n t d o w n , i s t h a t r i g h t ?

F . Y e s , t h e A r m y s h i p s g o i n g o v e r s e a s h a d t h e w i n g s f u l l

o f p i n g p o n g b a l l s .

H . I s t h a t w h a t t h e y d i d ?

F . T r y t o u s e a s a fl o t a t i o n d e v i c e , t o k e e p t h e m t h i n g s

u p a w h i l e . Y o u fl y i n g a c r o s s t h e o c e a n . Y o u g o d o w n

t h e r e , l o t s o f t i m e s y o u r l i f e s p a n i s a b o u t t h r e e

m i n u t e s w h e t h e r y o u r a i r p l a n e fl o a t s o r n o t ,

H . M a y b e t h e y fi g u r e d t h e y n e e d e d t o k n o w w h e r e t o t h r o w

t h e w r e a t h o u t . A g a i n , B i l l , t h a n k s f o r y o u r h e l p .
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